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Meta’s Llama 2 AI model coming to Qualcomm-powered
smartphones as part of ‘signhificant’ shift to open source

The model is being made available for commercial use with all the weights and training data.

By Ryan Morrison
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Meta has partnered with chipmaker Qualcomm to make its new large language AI model, Llama 2,

available on Snapdragon processors, meaning commercial and non-commercial versions will be
embedded in flagship smartphones from next year. It follows the news that Meta is making Llama 2
available as a fully open-source product, something that could mark a “significant shift in the
market” for Al models.
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“We believe an open approach is the right one for the development of today’s Al models, especially
those in the generative space where the technology is rapidly advancing. By making Al models

available openly, they can benefit everyone,” Meta said. N

The first version of Llama was not open-source, but a week after being published online it leaked and
has since been widely adapted by the open-source community. There are models built on top of
Llama 1 that can run locally on any hardware. This led to some concern at the time over security and
how to prevent misuse.

The company says it has been working with researchers in academia and industry for more than a
decade to develop safe Al solutions. It argues that open-sourcing the model allows a wider group of
people to stress test and identify problems as a community.

The release includes the starting code, model weights, pre-trained model and conversational fine-
tuned versions of the model. As well as Azure and AWS, it is also being made available through a
range of compute providers, including Hugging Face. Qualcomm says Windows machines using its
Snapdragon processor will be able to run the model locally next year.

Meta’s Llama 2 on-device is ‘safer and cheaper’

Qualcomm believes that on-device Al implementation helps to increase user privacy, address
security preferences, enhance applications reliability and enable personalisation. The company says
this can be delivered “at a significantly lower cost for developers compared to the sole use of cloud-
based Al implementation and services”.

“We applaud Meta’s approach to open and responsible Al and are committed to driving innovation
and reducing barriers-to-entry for developers of any size by bringing generative Al on-device,” said
Durga Malladi, senior vice-president and general manager of technology, planning and edge
solutions businesses, at Qualcomm. “To effectively scale generative Al into the mainstream, Al will
need to run on both the cloud and devices at the edge, such as smartphones, laptops, vehicles and IoT
devices.”
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*” *q says it has focused heavily on responsibility in the development of
sparency and access to the models, with red teaming security probe



https://techmonitor.ai/technology/ai-and-automation/open-source-energised-ai-llms-are-complicating-matters
https://elitetraveler.com/oeno-group/the-importance-of-expert-partners-in-wine-investment
https://elitetraveler.com/oeno-group/the-importance-of-expert-partners-in-wine-investment
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/climate-energy-nature/2023/06/trailblazers-smart-meters-move-net-zero
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/climate-energy-nature/2023/06/trailblazers-smart-meters-move-net-zero
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/climate-energy-nature/2022/12/green-skills-future-job-market
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/climate-energy-nature/2022/12/green-skills-future-job-market

a detailed explanation of fine-tuning and evaluation methods and a responsible use guide. This is
designed to support companies on best practices for safe development.
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Rodrigo Liang, CEO and co-founder of enterprise Al platform SambaNova Systems, told Tech Monitor
the move could be a “significant shift” in the market. “This transition opens possibilities for
democratising Al and enabling enterprises to build custom software on top of the technology,” he
said “By open-sourcing this model, as well as making it free, Meta allows researchers and developers
to build on, deconstruct and learn from its architecture.”

Will Meta drive responsible open Al innovation?

OpenUK, the non-profit organisation representing the UK’s open technology sector, supports the
move and says “responsible and open innovation gives us all a stake in the Al development process,
bringing visibility, scrutiny and trust to these technologies. Opening today’s Llama models will let
everyone benefit from this technology.”

Amanda Brock, CEO at OpenUK, said: “This is a positive step for the community and hopefully the
first of many. We note that the licence requires any company or individual that gets more than 700
million users for its product to re-engage with Meta on licensing, which is a potential restriction for
the future.

“The total number of internet users is estimated at 5.18 billion, so Meta’s licence condition would
only apply to services that are used by more than 13.5% of all online users.”

Heather Dawe, UK head of data at digital transformation consultancy UST, said there are a number of
benefits from open-source LLMs over the closed models being developed by companies like Google
and OpenAl. They can potentially run more cheaply and be used more securely as they can be
operated on local hardware.

“Data privacy can be maintained in much more effective ways, meaning the beneficial uses of
generative Al within enterprises can be obtained in much more controlled ways,” Dawe said, adding
that her company is seeing significant client interest in open-source models.
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Ryan Morrison

@RyanMorrisonJer

@LinkedIn
Ryan Morrison is a reporter for Tech Monitor. He was previously a science and technology reporter for MailOnline and

worked as a journalist at BBC News.
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