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The UK's hollow AI Safety Summit has
only emphasized global divides
By Rory Bathgate published about 4 hours ago

Successes at pivotal UK event have been overshadowed by
di�ering regulatory approaches and disagreement on open
source

The world’s leading nations on AI have jointly signed a letter of intent on AI
safety at the UK’s AI Summit, but civil discussions still play second �ddle to
a glaring international divergence on the future of AI and a clear lack of
steps for regulating the technology.
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In the Bletchley Declaration, 28 countries came together to agree on the
shared risks and opportunities of frontier AI and to commit to international
cooperation on research and mitigation.

Nations included the UK, US, China, India, France, Japan, Nigeria, and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Representatives of countries from every
continent agreed to the terms of the declaration.

But what was left unsaid in the agreement is likely to de�ne AI
development over the next 12 months than anything addressed within
well-intentioned but apparently non-binding text.

Stealing Britain’s thunder

Signatories pledged to “support an internationally inclusive network of
scienti�c research on frontier AI safety that encompasses and
complements existing and new multilateral, plurilateral and bilateral
collaboration”.

However, Gina Raimondo, United States secretary of commerce, used her
opening remarks to announce a new US AI safety institute and arrived just
days after Joe Biden signed an executive order that set out sweeping
requirements for AI developers in the name of AI safety.

This is far from an internationalist move by the US, which largely appears
to have used the AI Safety Summit as a good chance to �og its own
domestic AI agenda.

That’s not to say that the UK played the neutral host all week either.
Halfway through the conference, HPE and Dell announced new
supercomputers that each �rm will work on using UK government funding
that will together form the UK’s new AI Research Resource (AIRR).
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Michelle Donelan, secretary of innovation and technology, stated the
investment would ensure “Britain’s leading researchers and scienti�c
talent” had access to the tools they need and that the government was
“making sure we cement our place as a world-leader in AI safety”.

For all the praise over the summit, and claims that it was a diplomatic
success, this is unmistakably the language of competition and British
exceptionalism. 

Prime minister Rishi Sunak’s talk with Elon Musk, which was live streamed
on the second day of the summit, further emphasized the PR aspect of the
entire event. No major revelations emerged from the chat, which saw the
PM quiz Musk in a lighthearted manner and touch on pop culture more
than policy.

Yi Zeng of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and chair of the summit
roundtable on the risks posed by unpredictable advances in frontier AI
capabilities, used his closing remarks to advocate for an international AI
safety network.

“This morning we've heard that the UK and also the US will have its version
of the AI Safety Institute,” said Yi.

“Actually, we think that we should all have something like an AI Safety
Institute for our own country but that's not enough. We need to have an AI
safety network, working together just to hold the hope that maybe we can
solve some of the unpredicted advances and unpredicted failures.”

The fact that Yi was essentially still lobbying for more global cooperation on
AI safety even after the Bletchley Declaration had been signed does not
inspire con�dence in the potency of the agreements made at the summit.

The attendance of Wu Zhaohui, vice minister of technology for the People’s
Republic of China, at the AI Safety Summit has been held up by the
government as a success of its own. In giving China a seat at the table, and
in China’s acceptance of the seat, the UK government allowed for a proper
global discussion on AI to take place.
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Wu was clear about China’s mindset on AI when it comes to the
international community.

“We should increase the representation and voice of developing countries
in global AI governance, and bridge the gap in AI and its governance
capacity. We call for global collaboration to share AI knowledge and make
AI technologies available to the public under open-source terms,” he said.

“AI governance is a common task faced by humanity and bears on the
future of humanity. Only with joint e�orts of the international community
can we ensure AI technology’s safe and reliable development.

“China is willing to enhance dialog and communication in AI safety with all
sides, contributing to an international mechanism with broad participation
and governance framework based on wide consensus, delivering bene�ts
to the people and building a community with a shared future for mankind.”

Wu and others called for a framework through which safety research could
be shared, but by the end of the summit no plans for this were set in
stone. 

Going it alone

While the event has proved a welcome con�rmation that countries are
broadly aligned on the need for AI safety, it seems each will continue on its
existing trajectory when it comes to AI legislation.

“This declaration isn’t going to have any real impact on how AI is regulated,”
said Martha Bennett, VP principal analyst at Forrester.

“For one, the EU already has the AI Act in the works, in the US, President
Biden on Oct 30 released an Executive Order on AI, and the G7
“International Guiding Principles” and “International Code of Conduct” for
AI, was published on Oct 30, all of which contain more substance than the
Bletchley Declaration.”

Open source still left out in the cold

Amanda Brock, CEO of OpenUK, has been supportive of the government’s
aims on AI but has called for a broadening of stakeholders to provide
better opportunities for the open-source software and open data business
communities.

Her argument that open innovation and collaboration will be necessary for
stirring progress in the space does not appear to have won out at the
summit itself.

For example, Yi summarized the concerns among his group that open-
sourcing AI could be a major risk.

“This is a really challenging topic because in my generation when we were
starting working on computer science we were getting so much bene�t
from Linux and BSD. 
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“Now when we're working on large-scale AI models, we have to think about
whether the paradigm for open source can continue, because it raises so
many concerns and risks with larger-scale models with very large
uncertainties open to everyone. How can we ensure that it is not misused
and abused?” 

In contrast, Wu called for more encouragement of AI development on an
open-source basis, and for giving the public access to AI models through
open-source licenses.

His calls are matched by organizations such as Meta, which have called for
more open adoption of LLMs and contributed to this �eld with its free LLM
Llama 2. 
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