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UK risks “becoming unmoored” in global
AI race unless open source data access is
secured
By Ross Kelly published about 20 hours ago

UK AI developers need greater clarity over potential copyright
risks in model development

UK lawmakers have been urged to issue guidance on the use of publicly
available data sources in AI development, following concerns that open
source access is being stifled. 

An open letter, signed by organizations including the IP Federation,
Wikimedia UK, and OpenUK, has called for clarity on intellectual property
(IP) laws to prevent AI developers from infringing current legislation. 

The consortium of signatories said that copyright implications related to AI
development risks “entirely halting” the advancement of the technology
and harming the UK's tech industry.

AI models such as OpenAI’s ChatGPT rely on vast quantities of data for
training purposes. Much of this data is publicly available on the web and
forms the core learning materials used to train such models.
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Over the last year, concerns have been raised over the implications of
training models on publicly available data, with both developers and
industry stakeholders highlighting the potential for copyright infringement. 

The open letter suggests that UK lawmakers must provide greater clarity on
the copyright implications of AI training, arguing that public access should
be available to lower entry barriers for UK-based developers. 

“Any restriction on the use of such data or disproportionate legal
requirements will negatively impact on the development of AI, not only
inhibiting the development of large-scale AI in the UK, but exacerbating
further pre-existing issues caused by unequal access to data,” the letter
reads. 

The letter also suggests that stringent copyright requirements imposed on
developers will raise costs for new entrants and place UK organizations at a
disadvantage compared to global counterparts. 

“AI model developers would be unable to train their models on publicly
available data in the UK without an explicit license from each rightsholder,”
it adds. 

“In addition to making the UK uncompetitive in AI markets, it will
disproportionately impact small to medium enterprises, knowledge
transfer, and hinder open source development of AI.”

Signatories have outlined a draft ‘code of practice’ which they believe could
lay the foundations for clearer AI-related IP legislation moving forward. 

This code would clarify that access to “broad and varied data sets” publicly
available online would remain open for analysis without the need for
explicit licensing. 
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The code would also take into account IP legislation in other nations to
accommodate for individual guidelines and avoid unnecessary friction for
UK developers. 

OpenUK CEO Amanda Brock said the current state of UK IP laws raise
doubts for developers and could prompt organizations to operate
elsewhere. 

“Access to data is critical to train AI at scale,” she said. “Without action, the
UK is at risk of becoming unmoored from this AI revolution,” she said. “AI
leaders will continue to look outside the UK to train their AI models.”
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