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Open source skills could help drive UK economic growth
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Open source contributed 27 percent of the UK tech sector’s Gross Value Added (GVA) in
2022.

There are 3.2 million GitHub accounts in the UK and 8,200 UK contributors to open source
projects in the past year.

77 percent of companies in the UK are seeking programming skills, with backend
developers being the most sought after role.

The government has an opportunity to support open source talent and build out a stronger
skilled tech sector in the UK.

Open source skills could help drive UK economic growth

The UK’s open technology sector is making significant contributions to the country’s
economy, with open source software being a fundamental part of the digital ecosystem. The
demand for programming skills is high, and there is a growing need for open source talent in
the UK.

Supporting Open Source Talent

The report highlights the opportunity for the government to support open source talent and
strengthen the skilled tech sector in the UK. With remote working becoming the norm in open
source, there are employment opportunities for individuals with in-demand skills, regardless
of their location.
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The Potential for Economic Growth

Amanda Brock, CEO of OpenUK, emphasizes the potential for the UK to become a global
leader in the open source sector, attracting and retaining talent while driving economic
growth. By investing in the development of open source projects and skilled workers, the UK
can position itself as a hub for innovation and technology.
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