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Why Flux CD’s survival is another major
victory for the open source community
News By George Fitzmaurice published 2 days ago

Despite a rocky road after the fall of Weaveworks, Flux CD is
now receiving support from several organizations

Several companies have announced that they will be rallying around the
Flux CD platform in the wake of ongoing uncertainty for the project, the
Cloud Native Computing Foundation (CNCF) recently announced.

The continuous delivery tool faced a worrying future when Weaveworks,
the employer of most of the project's maintainers, announced that it would
terminate commercial operations.

Now, an array of companies have pledged backing for Flux CD, including
Microsoft Azure and Edgecell, as well as additional “long-time Flux
adopters” such as Cisco. 
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GitLab speci�cally announced its support for Flux CD and revealed in early
2023 that it would be integrating Flux with its agent for Kubernetes as the
“recommended GitOps solution.”

This newfound commitment to Flux CD will help ensure the continued
maintenance and development of Flux GitOps tool, as well as delivery for
applications and platforms in a move that will transition the project to a
“stronger and broader community.” 

“This is a great example of the strength and resilience of our community
and we look forward to Flux's continued evolution and growth,” Chris
Aniszczyk, CTO of the CNCF, said. 

Flux CD’s core maintainer, Stefan Prodan, commented on the project's
future, expressing gratitude towards the CNCF while also calling on the
community to help shape the platform’s future. 

“We want to enable community members to take full ownership of Flux
features and share the responsibility of feature stability and longer-term
maintenance,” Prodan said. 

Flux CD support highlights open source
community spirit

Amanda Brock, CEO of OpenUK, told ITPro the continued support for Flux
CD will ensure the platform is “safeguarded” for the future, and highlighted

LATEST VIDEOS FROM ITPRO

Get the ITPro. daily newsletter
Receive our latest news, industry updates, featured resources and
more. Sign up today to receive our FREE report on AI cyber crime &
security - newly updated for 2023.

Your Email Address

Contact me with news and o�ers from other Future brands

Receive email from us on behalf of our trusted partners or sponsors

SIGN ME UP

By submitting your information you agree to the Terms & Conditions and Privacy
Policy and are aged 16 or over.

MOST READ

1 UK startups call on Home
Office to change skilled
immigration rules

2 Microsoft’s new London AI hub
is another "huge vote of
confidence" for the UK tech
sector

3 Over 92,000 old D-Link NAS
devices are open to a high
severity flaw — and there’s no
way to patch

4 Why Flux CD’s survival is
another major victory for the
open source community

5 EU lawmakers drop sovereignty
requirements for cyber security
labeling scheme

Advertisement

Advertisement

 

01:17

PLAY SOUND

http://www.futureplc.com/terms-conditions/
http://www.futureplc.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.futureplc.com/privacy-policy/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst3Q2IpbvGlK3AfapWyN4_hgUtoE777ptXFB9ZVl6cVT7npO2G-mp45JH7ZdVEjdgZs192tLjR0R0UnEs8OQgy1dqZjoK3EKaQUEtVsrqCLUtfHFEx0g-Er1QVipQosomCDUdUFLJopXo4I8OBaTDg1kVFuiWBRdH4D3HwID-X8vgNVrFBNWx6i5tnLbKIJf6OAL-yYNBjBxuoJnymgTeJOwJ7AjPHFPmjQWArM2tF_8hiroXaDvLVEgbxMp9b69P7zK3eXsBk&sai=AMfl-YQzYczkL50BohfLgKoTRaxwZ2XYa-mZoMKSNvRlfyp67OJ4D1HOlxLWMP0E7EzalHuYfUjzdcODuKN69wIYmDkM7mgV5L_hD3FtEw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBg_GhAx6a4x&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9idC5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjsuIsnMsGVE9RPBGmyt4jVXFgLmOxlttsLNjieCAr6TwvCBRTivA0p3VCm9LPZ26K843kmwZkOCVzmDv2TNDf6gLvzCNLBetLc3FhnbQeg-SrIhHK8rtuVcpjswlFT7g8cJMa649Zy3Ivdsv6uo2qAzYiFfl4Ep3_m4C_FDqxaB_SQ1eTRp-saChHWEpOnabkVLCR0F_T84c90_0T2W7diAKWOyo9e9g_omEH8-ck3VaQI-TfvhNSWXUO0VsMeGNIcmLzI12o6oHD2kmdkg-bCkKfR5GbsAURKCUxw7yhN_ocrihmQLMbXTa4c2foP00SflB-VOwE1qqt_XCg9EERW8dvqP1TVL8EA-YpYJVDw4UoqgHGO2xd-1uk3jN8_kbaeQY7sM%26sai%3DAMfl-YQOAcd3hBU4e5R6kLGBsX0sjpcJxsNKYsXubgHVBV87vkrDjjSEBjYWIYJOpRJTGmkxcf8D4PJhuMdABRxtebeKjpmazHa9CDhyYOthfk0665TbyM7skLogVRn_9Wsgm6eMt0-QcmRLQS5pIWtRGQ%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzEku8LsScLiXEAE%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://business.bt.com/got-your-back%253Fs_cid%253Dbus_bt_eng-empowerment_ess_display-pro_%2526esspid%253D389594350%2526esscrid%253D211314083%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst3Q2IpbvGlK3AfapWyN4_hgUtoE777ptXFB9ZVl6cVT7npO2G-mp45JH7ZdVEjdgZs192tLjR0R0UnEs8OQgy1dqZjoK3EKaQUEtVsrqCLUtfHFEx0g-Er1QVipQosomCDUdUFLJopXo4I8OBaTDg1kVFuiWBRdH4D3HwID-X8vgNVrFBNWx6i5tnLbKIJf6OAL-yYNBjBxuoJnymgTeJOwJ7AjPHFPmjQWArM2tF_8hiroXaDvLVEgbxMp9b69P7zK3eXsBk&sai=AMfl-YQzYczkL50BohfLgKoTRaxwZ2XYa-mZoMKSNvRlfyp67OJ4D1HOlxLWMP0E7EzalHuYfUjzdcODuKN69wIYmDkM7mgV5L_hD3FtEw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBg_GhAx6a4x&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9idC5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjsuIsnMsGVE9RPBGmyt4jVXFgLmOxlttsLNjieCAr6TwvCBRTivA0p3VCm9LPZ26K843kmwZkOCVzmDv2TNDf6gLvzCNLBetLc3FhnbQeg-SrIhHK8rtuVcpjswlFT7g8cJMa649Zy3Ivdsv6uo2qAzYiFfl4Ep3_m4C_FDqxaB_SQ1eTRp-saChHWEpOnabkVLCR0F_T84c90_0T2W7diAKWOyo9e9g_omEH8-ck3VaQI-TfvhNSWXUO0VsMeGNIcmLzI12o6oHD2kmdkg-bCkKfR5GbsAURKCUxw7yhN_ocrihmQLMbXTa4c2foP00SflB-VOwE1qqt_XCg9EERW8dvqP1TVL8EA-YpYJVDw4UoqgHGO2xd-1uk3jN8_kbaeQY7sM%26sai%3DAMfl-YQOAcd3hBU4e5R6kLGBsX0sjpcJxsNKYsXubgHVBV87vkrDjjSEBjYWIYJOpRJTGmkxcf8D4PJhuMdABRxtebeKjpmazHa9CDhyYOthfk0665TbyM7skLogVRn_9Wsgm6eMt0-QcmRLQS5pIWtRGQ%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzEku8LsScLiXEAE%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://business.bt.com/got-your-back%253Fs_cid%253Dbus_bt_eng-empowerment_ess_display-pro_%2526esspid%253D389594350%2526esscrid%253D211314083%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!
https://www.itpro.com/business/uk-startups-call-on-home-office-to-change-skilled-immigration-rules
https://www.itpro.com/business/uk-startups-call-on-home-office-to-change-skilled-immigration-rules
https://www.itpro.com/business/microsofts-new-london-ai-hub-is-another-huge-vote-of-confidence-in-the-uks-tech-sector
https://www.itpro.com/security/over-92000-old-d-link-nas-devices-are-open-to-a-high-severity-flaw-and-theres-no-way-to-patch
https://www.itpro.com/software/open-source/why-flux-cds-survival-is-another-major-victory-for-the-open-source-community
https://www.itpro.com/business/policy-and-legislation/eu-lawmakers-drop-sovereignty-requirements-for-cyber-security-labeling-scheme


10/04/2024, 15:06 Why Flux CD’s survival is another major victory for the open source community | ITPro

https://www.itpro.com/software/open-source/why-flux-cds-survival-is-another-major-victory-for-the-open-source-community 3/9

the crucial role open source industry stakeholders have played during this
disruption. 

Backing from ControlPlane speci�cally, Amanda said, will help to ensure
that all the project’s core maintainers are employed going forward, paving
the way for a Flux CD future that is both open and commercially viable. 

“A second open source business stepping in means that they understand
how to manage a revenue model, which hopefully will be more successful
this time and allow it to continue,” Brock said. 

Flux CD’s turbulent period began when Weaveworks announced that it was
terminating operations earlier this year. 

Pressure from competitors in the space, such as CircleCI and Harness Labs,
made �nancial sustainability di�cult for the �rm, ultimately resulting in a
termination of commercial operations.  

Prodan told Forbes that this incident highlighted the precarious nature of
open source projects which rely heavily on a single organization or limited
number of maintainers. 

This is a question that’s marred the open source community in one way or
another for some time, with projects often problematically dependent on
individual organizations.

“When you look at any project, one of the biggest issues we've seen is
single vendor products, where you have one company that's totally stacked
in a product and they employ everybody who works in it,” Brock said. “That
dependency is hugely problematic.”

Without a broad and healthy community surrounding a project, it becomes
easy for a company to move out of open source while also threatening the
stability of the project in general. 

Examples of such open source departures can be seen in the likes of Redis,
which recently announced its move to ‘source available’, or Hashi Corp,
which moved to Business Source License (BSL) in 2023. 

Flux CD’s survival is cause for celebration, Brock added, as it points to a
resilient forward momentum in the open source community often
unparalleled in other arenas. 

Discover how Optimizer increases app performance
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“I think what we also see is the power of the continuum that open source
o�ers that you won't ever see in proprietary,” Brock said. 

Though businesses can navigate past business closures in the proprietary
code landscape, Brock said it’s di�cult to mimic the “momentum and
continuum” of open source that the community has seen with Flux CD. 
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