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With thanks to our Report data providers 
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The number of AI repositories with 
1K+ stars that use an open source 
licence, from India grew by 38% in  
in 2025, to May 31.  India is globally 
sixth in repositories with 1k+ 
GitHub stars and open source 
licences.

Over the last 3 years India’s open 
source repositories have grown 
68%. 

With 18m+ GitHub accounts India 
is seen to be second largest globally 
and projected by GitHub to be 
number 1 by 2028.

When it comes to AI India is the 
world’s second largest contributor, 
despite its sixth place in repository 
ownership. This shows a large 
skilled workforce.

Downloads of AI that’s open grew 
4x year on year, at highest level in 
the world.

India has deep AI Skills

Executive Summary 

India 6th globally in AI 
repositories but fastest 
growing in 2025 to date

India and the UK have 
high level of collaboration
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Whilst India collaborates most on 
open source projects with the US, 
its second highest collaboration is 
with UK, despite the UK’s 
diminutive size. 



India’s recent In Country reporting on open source
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The July 2025 report, “The Rise of FOSS in India”, by the 
National Law School of India University, examines FOSS 
usage across  sectors (government, finance, education, and 
software/IT services) and organisation types (start-ups, 
non-profits, medium, and large organisations). The study 
reveals a strong preference for FOSS among Indian 
organisations, driven primarily by cost savings, flexibility 
for customisation, and the development of internal 
technical capabilities similar to the findings of OpenUK’s 
research on the UK.

While open source offers benefits like improved reliability, 
security, and innovation impetus, organisations also face 
challenges, including the unavailability of skilled personnel, 
difficulties in managing updates and patches, and a lack of 
consistent community support. 

The report highlights that while most organisations 
consume open source, active code contributions are less 
prevalent, though financial contributions and bug-fixing are 
noted. 

Awareness of licensing impacts is high, with a strong 
preference for permissive licenses to avoid restrictive 
"viral" conditions.

Based on its findings, the report offers several policy 
recommendations to further leverage open source for 
India's benefit. These include mandating open source 
software procurement for government bodies, integrating 
open source software into ICT education nationwide, and 
providing grants for contributions.

https://www.nls.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/FOSS_Report_July-2025.pdf


Total Number of GitHub
Repositories in India

The total number of repositories with 1k+ GitHub 
stars and open source licences  from India in 2025 is 
seen to be 852 as at 31 May, 2025, with steady growth 
in numbers. 

The data for India is available as far back as December 
2022, with 508 repositories with 1,000 GitHub stars - 
showing a 68% increase over the last three years.  
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India’s Global positioning in open source software 
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India hosts the world’s second largest open source 
communities based on contribution levels, following 
the US.

According to GitHub, “Notable growth is occurring in India, 
which is expected to have the world’s largest developer 
population on GitHub by 2028.”



Figure 4 demonstrates UK growth in developer 
community on GitHub, and reaching 4m accounts for the 
first time. 

Submarine under UK’s Digital Economy 

Figure 5 demonstrates that the UK’s per capita developer 
community is 6.1% making it the highest per capita holder 
of GitHub accounts globally. 
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“Open Source Tuk Tuk”
under India’s Digital 
Economy
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Growing Open Source community in India 

Figure 8 demonstrates the gradual increase in the number 
of developers who have had their first contributions 
accepted into Open Source Projects (“commits”) across 
India.

Figure 9 demonstrates the increase in new /  first time 
committers which  increased by 4,200  in the 12 month 
period to 31 May 2025  and the ongoing growth in the 
committer population.
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Open Source Contribution
from India on GitHub

The spread of GitHub accounts and active engagement/ 
contribution is seen to be across India with hotspot in 
multiple locations. 
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India’s open source 
collaboration partners

Looking at India’s open source collaboration we see their 
primary collaboration partner is the USA, then  despite its 
much more diminutive population size, the UK is India’s  
second largest partner in global collaboration in open 
source. 

The UK generally ranks 5th (occasionally 4th) globally, and 
this diagram emphasises the importance of the UK- India 
relationship when it comes to open source collaboration.



Opening the AI Action Summit  in Paris, on 11 
February 2025, which India Co-Chaired, Prime 

Minister Modi explained 
“AI should be: Inclusive, Transparent and 

Trustworthy.” 
He references open data sets, and open source 
systems recognising the need for access for all.
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AI Impact Summit, 
February 2026, Delhi

The India AI Impact Summit will take place in Delhi 
on 19 and 20 February 2026, and will shift the 
Global government conversation from "Action" to 
"Impact".

https://impact.indiaai.gov.in/home
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Moves to create a new definition of 
open source AI  and the term open 
source is used inconsistently in AI 
with accusations of “open washing”.

An alternative approach is to 
disaggregate the components of AI 
and assess each ie software, data, 
models as closed, partially open or 
fully open and various parties have 
provided frameworks for this. 

A key challenge for the AI 
ecosystem is the data conundrum.

Not enough has been done to 
landscape the types of data which 
AI may use or be trained on, the 
rights in that data, and the use 
cases of the data.

Copyright debates also threaten to 
impact free access to publicly 
available data and various 
approaches from fair use to 
licensing hare adopted 
inconsistently.

What is “open source AI”?

Global AI Openness Landscape

The Data Challenge?he Democratising AI through 
open source as public good

Public good AI or  Public Interest AI 
and its use in digital public 
infrastructure have gained traction 
in India with moves to create 
Sovereign LLMs, such as Savram. 

Work is being done on both AI 
infrastructure and access for all 
exploring India’s particular 
challenges and needs, as well as its 
place in the global AI landscape.
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Hugging Face Data and trends

Hugging Face’s repositories do not capture geographical 
information for repositories, but they do give us a holistic 
insight  into the global landscape. 
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Global AI Repositories on 
GitHub  

When we look to the number of AI Repositories in India 
with 1k+ stars  that are labelled AI and which use an open 
source licence, India is seen to be  in sixth place globally, 
with 55 AI repositories.

The USA and China lead by a good margin at 1068 and 601 
respectively, whilst  the UK is in third position. 

There is a considerable drop from 601 repositories in China 
to only 135 in the UK. This is however a significant level on a 
“per capita” basis. 



India AI Repositories on 
GitHub

The total number of AI Repositories from India, on 
GitHub  with 1k+ stars  that are labelled AI and 
which use an open source licence  increased to 55  
by 31 May,  2025, showing growth of 13 new such 
repositories. 
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Global Growth in AI 
Repositories

India grew by 38% in AI repositories with 1K+ stars that use 
an open source licence,  in 2025, to May 31.

This 2025 growth was the largest growth margin across the 
top 6 countries in AI repositories that are open, at 38%.

 This placesIndia at #1 in growth in AI repositories with 
open source licensing globally in 2025.



India Leadership

India’s 38 % growth puts India #1 in growth in AI 
repositories with open source licensing globally in 
2025.
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Downloads of AI that is open - Scarf
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Figure 19 shows 39,600 companies in India downloading AI 
that’s open in the past year.

This grew on average faster than the rest of the world with 
4x year on year growth in India.



Global AI Repository 
Contributors in India

India has a huge contributor base of individuals skilled 
in AI. It is seen to be second globally in terms of 
contributions made to global AI repositories. 

This position is  in stark contrast to  its sixth position 
(previous slide) in number of repositories in India, 
showing a disconnect between its skilled workforce 
and its India based projects. This clearly offers a 
growth opportunity for India.
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Top 20 
Repositories in 
India

Top 20 public AI repos, 
with open source 
licences, based in India, 
on GitHub, ranked by 
number of stars, where 
number of contributors 
is greater than or equal 
to 5.
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Recommendations for the India Summit to have Impact

The shift from “Action” to “Impact” 
requires an understanding of how 
to achieve access to AI for all.  

Inevitably in a world where “open 
source” is  key and has gained 
traction in the two leaders - China 
and the USA - understanding how 
to achieve impact through open 
source will see learning from open 
source software implementation as 
being invaluable. 

Digital public infrastructure of the 
future will be driven by AI and 
enabling this requires open source 
to achieve public good AI with 
access for all. 

In this way most impact can be 
achieved. 

India’s large open source and the 
global community should be 
engaged by the Indian government 
to bring their expertise and past 
experiences of implementing open 
source  to the Summit. This will  
enable impact beyond policy, 
through implementation of AI for 
public good and access for all. 

Past summits have failed to engage 
this community..

Focus on Public Good AI Build on the Action at Paris Engage the local and 
globally collaborative open 
communities
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The Road to the Indian AI 
Impact Summit, 2026

This report was shared across India as part of a series 
of events hosted by OpenUK and OpenHQ in August 
2025 as a provocation for conversation on the 
Impact Summit being held in Delhi in 2026. 

The events will be followed by a collaborative 
approach with many local and partners to  a 
heavy-weight report on AI Openness  in India which 
will be published before end of year.

This fuller report will be used as the basis of an 
Openness Fringe in Delhi during the Impact Summit.
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Resources

https://www.nls.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/FOSS_Report_July-2025.pdf 
https://aapti.in/blog/downstreaming-responsible-artificial-intelligence-in-india-a-white-paper/ 
https://aapti.in/blog/downstreaming-responsible-artificial-intelligence-in-india-a-primer/ 
https://school.takshashila.org.in/ - AI Governance Paper

Resources - Papers
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https://www.nls.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/FOSS_Report_July-2025.pdf
https://aapti.in/blog/downstreaming-responsible-artificial-intelligence-in-india-a-white-paper/
https://aapti.in/blog/downstreaming-responsible-artificial-intelligence-in-india-a-primer/
https://school.takshashila.org.in/


State of Open Con 26

Continue the conversation on AI Openness
3 and 4 February 2026, London

https://stateofopencon.com/
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